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Introduction 
The Hazard Report contains information profiles for hazards, including a high-level 
overview of possible consequences. It is divided into 10 parts; an introduction and 9 
sub-sections labelled A-I as follows: 

A. Agriculture and Food 
B. Environmental 
C. Extraterrestrial 
D. Hazardous Materials 
E. Health 

F. Public Safety 
G. Structural 
H. Supply and Distribution 
I. Transportation

Hazardous Materials Incident: the unintentional release of a material that is 
considered to be hazardous to humans, animals, plants or the environment due to its 
explosive, flammable, combustible, corrosive, oxidizing, toxic, infectious or radioactive 
properties.  

• Fixed Site Incident: A release occurs at a location in which the hazardous 
material is stored, produced or utilized. 

• Transportation Incident: A release occurs during the transport (by means of 
road, rail, air or marine). 

Potentially hazardous materials are used every day across Ontario. Every community 
has at least one facility that stores, produces or utilizes a hazardous material. These 
facilities include water treatment plants, textiles manufactures, dry cleaners and even 
schools. When properly contained and stored, hazardous materials are stable and safe. 
However, hazardous materials can have a variety of negative impacts depending on the 
type of material.  

There are many national and provincial regulations designed to reduce the risk of 
hazardous materials. Among these, the most significant are: 

• Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992 (1992, c. 34) 
• Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997, S.O. 1997, c. 4 
• Ontario Occupational Health and Safety Act and O. Reg 860 
• Canadian Environmental Protection Act S.C. 1999, c. 33 
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Chemical Release 

Photo Credit: P199. "Sarnia Chemical Valley” Jun, 2012. Online image. 
Accessed Feb 25, 2019. <https://commons.wikimedia.org/ 
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